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 The Last Great Ape Organization – LAGA 

December 2025 Report  
  

  

 

 

 

 

 

   

Highlights   

 

 

• 3 traffickers were arrested with 65 African grey parrots in Bertoua, in the East Region. 

They used the government car of the Divisional Officer of Messok to transport the 

parrots.  

 

• 2 traffickers were arrested with 2 fresh leopard skins in Yaounde, Centre Region. One of 

the two arrested is a senior police officer 

 

General  

  

This month was marked by the arrest of 5 traffickers with 65 African grey parrots and 2 fresh 

leopard skins.  

3 traffickers were arrested with 65 African grey parrots in Bertoua, in the East Regopm using 

the government car of the Divisional Officer of Messok to transport the birds. One of them is the 

brother of this Divisional Officer, the other is a Ghanaian with ties to other known transnational 

criminal networks. The network was also involved in the trafficking of pangolin scales and several 

other wildlife contrabands. 

2 traffickers were arrested with 2 fresh leopard skins in Yaounde. in the Centre Region. One of 

the two arrested is a senior police officer that used his position to lend impunity to this Gabon-

Cameroon traffic. The skins that were smuggled from Gabon were dried in sun by one of the 

traffickers at his home located at the Briqueterie neighbourhood in Yaounde – a notoriously dangerous 

area.  

The Head of the Legal Department participated at a training for eco-guards of the Dja Wildlife 

Reserve where he did presentations on the basic wildlife law enforcement procedures and the 

establishment of offence statements. 

The Deputy Director returned to Cameroon after actively participating at the Conference of Parties to 

the CITES that was held in Uzbekistan.    
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Investigations  

  

 

• 8 investigation missions were carried out in 3 Regions out of 10 of Cameroon including the 

East, Centre and South.  

• Good investigation that started in Messok led to the arrest of 3 African grey parrot traffickers 

with 64 parrots seized in Bertoua, the transaction was facilitated by the service car of the 

Divisional officer of Messok. 

• Good investigation in Bertoua led to the arrest of 2 leopard skin traffickers including a police 

officer in Yaounde and 2 leopard skins seized. 

 

Investigations Table 

Investigation 

Missions 

Regions No. of 

Operations 

No of 

traffickers 

arrested 

8 3 2 5 

•  

 

Operation  

  

2 operations carried out this month with MINFOF arresting 5 traffickers.  

12/12/2025 – 3 traffickers were arrested with 65 African grey parrots in Bertoua, in the East 

Region using the government car of the Divisional Officer of Messok to transport the birds. One of 

them is the brother of this Divisional Officer, the other is a Ghanaian with ties to other known 

transnational criminal networks. The network was also involved in the trafficking of pangolin scales 

and several other wildlife contrabands. They had a storage facility at the residence of the 

administrative authority 

16/12/2025 – 2 traffickers were arrested with 2 fresh leopard skins in Yaounde. in the Centre 

Region. One of the two arrested is a senior police officer that used his position to lend impunity to this 

Gabon-Cameroon traffic. The skins that were smuggled from Gabon were dried in sun by one of the 

traffickers at his home located at the Briqueterie neighbourhood in Yaounde – a notoriously dangerous 

area. The trafficking ring was a closed syndicate and only traded among traffickers and poachers they 

knew very well and mastered.   
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Operations Table 

No of Operations 
Regions 

No of Traffickers 

Arrested 

Contraband 

2 2 5 

 

65 African grey parrots and 2 

fresh leopard skins 

 

  

 

 

Legal  

  

• LAGA Legal Department carried out 2 mission out of Yaounde - Centre Region: 1 in 

Sangmelima (South) and 1 in Bertoua (East). 

   

• There are 10 traffickers behind bars this month: 2 in Adamawa, 3 in Centre and 3 in Littoral 

region, 2 in East. 

 

• 19 cases were followed up by the Legal Department this month. 

 

• 8 cases were scheduled in court this month. 

 

• No trafficker was convicted this month.  

 

• Prosecutions: There was no court ruling this month. 

 

Legal Table 

 

No of Missions 

(Out of Centre 

Region) 

No of Court 

Judgements 

No of 

Traffickers 

Given Prison 

Sentence 

 

Prison 

term (in 

months) 

No of 

Traffickers  

Sanctioned 

(No prison 

sentence) 

No of 

Appeals 

lodged 

No of 

court 

hearings 

2 0 0 0 
 

0 

 

0 

 

8 

 

 

 

Media   
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• 51 media piece was produced and pushed to the media including: 26 internet publications (14 in 

the French language and 12 in English), 24 radio news flashes (17 in French &7 in English) and 

1 written press in French.  

• Giving a total of 32 media piece produced in the French language and 19 in the English language 

making 62.7% in French and 37.3% in English. 

• Interviewee: None  

• Subjects focused on wildlife law enforcement including: the arrest of 3 people with more than 

60 African grey parrots in Bertoua and the arrest of two people including a Police Officer with 

2 fresh leopard skins in Yaounde. 

 

Media Table 

No of media 

pieces 

TV Radio Newspapers Internet 

51 0 24            1 26 

 

External Relations and Policy  

• The Deputy Director returned to Cameroon after actively participating at the Conference of 

Parties to the CITES that was held in Uzbekistan. He met and discussed with several meetings 

government, institutions and NGO officials to build collaboration and partnerships.    

• The Head of the Legal Department participated at a training for eco-guards of the Dja Wildlife 

Reserve where he did presentations on the basic wildlife law enforcement procedures and the 

establishment of offence statements. 

• The Head of Department held a meeting with the State Counsel of Bertoua to discuss legal 

strategies before and after carrying out an operation. 

• Three legal advisers had a meeting had a meeting with the State Counsel of Yaounde – Centre 

Administratif to discuss legal strategies after carrying out an operation. 

 

Management  

  

• The Deputy Director returned from Uzbekistan where he represented the organization and the 

network at the 20th Conference of Parties to  CITES.  

• The office was shut down for the annual vacation but work continued at the closing date and 

two significant operations were carried out.  

 

Finance  

In preparation and would be made available soon as possible on the LAGA website www.laga-

enforcement.org .  

 

Link of the month 

http://www.laga-enforcement.org/
http://www.laga-enforcement.org/
http://www.laga-enforcement.org/
http://www.laga-enforcement.org/
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Cameroon News Agency, this month published the arrest of three people with 60 African grey parrots 

in Bertoua. They were arrested during a crackdown operation conducted by wildlife officials. The 

parrots were transported in the boot of a government service car owned by a local authority.   Click the 

link below to read the full story: 

 
https://cameroonnewsagency.com/three-including-ghanaian-arrested-for-parrots-trafficking/ 
 

  

https://cameroonnewsagency.com/three-including-ghanaian-arrested-for-parrots-trafficking/
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This Month in Pictures   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

   

  

  

  

  

  

Car of a divisional officer used in 

trafficking African grey parrots 

 

 
Leopard skins seized from traffickers, a 

senior police officer arrested  

3 including the brother of a divisional officer arrested trafficking in African grey 

parrots  
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